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A Word From Tim Downs - June 

The Best Kept Secret in the Southeast 

Conference 



Dear Friends, 

In the afterglow of our annual meetings, which have been characterized through the 
years by excellent and inspiring worship, superb convocations and workshops, good 
food and fellowship, I find myself deeply grateful for the connection with colleagues and 
the inspiration of our shared ministries. However, I also note that perhaps a third of the 
authorized ministers who are voting members of the conference are present, and 
wonder, "So where are the rest of them, the other 2/3 of the ministers, and what are we 
not doing to reach out to all?" I also note that many churches do not send their full 
complement of delegates (every church has a minimum of three delegates, with 
another delegate for every 100 members over 100, so a church of 200 members would 
have four delegates). 

Is this because we are unaccustomed to relationship out of our history of geographic 
separation, or our cultural and racial diversity? Is there something in the DNA of the 
UCC that does not cultivate and foster a sense of belonging? Should ministers be 
required to attend meetings as a condition of maintaining their standing? Or is it that 
we just do not have the conflicts that attract passionate attendance? Or, frankly that 
the programs and resources we offer just do not appeal to people? Maybe it is that 
people feel the presence and involvement of the Conference and the UCC through our 
vital web presence, through the staff availability to churches, and in other ways, and do 
not have further need for relationship. Or do we need to rethink how it is that we do this 
work? 

In light of these questions, the staff posed a question to the Board of Directors at 
their meeting on June 11 . I pose it to you now, as well. Should we shift to a pattern 
of meeting every other year, or should we consider conducting the business meeting of 
the Conference by webinar using the technology and resources that are at our 
disposal? Should we deemphasize the business aspect of our lives and emphasize the 
worship and programmatic parts of what we do? Please email if you have thoughts. 
We will be doing some creative rethinking over the coming year. 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 




CLNTf K Ft) 

PROGRESSIVE 
RENEWAL 



Peace, 
Tim Downs 
Timothy Downs 



Conference Minister 



Latest News 


Most Read Articles 


Documents for Annual Meeting 


UCC History and Polity 



1 of 2 



4/4/14,2:07 PM 



A Word From Tim Downs - June 



http://secucc .org/news/news-archives/267-a-word-from-tim-do . 



Lodging Information 

Workshops for the 2013 Annual Meeting 
LGBT Ministry and Advocacy in the UCC 


Southeast Conference UCC (SEC) 

Southeast Conference Campaign 

A Word From Tim Downs - March 2013 


Pathways- A Sojourners' Community 


Steps to Planting a New Church 



SECUCC CONTACTS 



► Conference Minister 

► TAP Director 

► SEC Donations 

► Church Development 

► Communications Director 



SECUCC RESOURCES 

k Annual Meeting 

► Global Theological Education 

► Local Church News 

► SEC Churches 

► Seminars/Webinars 



FAVORITE LINKS 

► Bridge 4 Faith 

t The Center for Progressive Renewal 

► United Church of Christ 

► Mission Insite 

► Resource Center 



EVENTS CALENDAR 



« < 



April 2014 



5 M 
30 31 

6 7 



T 

1 

8 



W 

2 
9 



> » 



T F 

3 4 
10 11 



S 

5 

12 



13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 1 2 3 



Steps to Planting a New Church News Contact Us Donate 



Southeast Conference United Church of Christ - 1330 West Peachtree Street, Suite 350 - Atlanta, GA 30309 || Office: 800.807.1993, Fax: 404.607.7939 
Copyright © 2014 SECUCC Web Site. Designed by WeDesignWebs.com 



2 of 2 



4/4/14,2:07 PM 



